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modest apology and a statement of his reasons for disagreement.
Arundel's search for oddities produced one find, not in Italy but on his own Shropshire estates. The curio is known to history as " Old Parr/' and he was brought up to London for King Charles to see. Parr never knew how old he was, but the neighbours and parish authorities dated him 1483. In actual fact he seems to have lived upwards of 130 years, and he was still jovial. Even in the presence of this remarkable feat Charles appears to have been obsessed with its moral aspects. " You have lived longer than other men," he said to Parr; " what have you done more than they ? " Parr, refusing to be put out, replied that he had got a wench with child when he was over a hundred, and done public penance for the deed. He told the King about the dissolution of the monasteries, which he remembered perfectly. Asked what his own religion had been through a century of reform and counter-reform, he replied that it had always been the religion of the Government. " I came raw into the world/' he said, " and I count it no point of wisdom to be broiled out of it." But his common sense was not proof against the temptations ,of being a lion in London. Vandyke painted his portrait, and made an Old Testament prophet of him; but in a few months he had gone out of the world, still raw. Dr. Harvey, discoverer of the circulation of the blood, was among Charles's prot^gfe, and had the run of the royal parks for zoological research: now he was allowed to conduct a post-mortem on old Parr. He diagnosed " change of air " as the chief cause of death, but added a rider that the rich foods and late hours of London had something to do with Parr's belated demise.
Among such pleasant and curious paths we have perhaps strayed too far from the high road, A king's first business is to govern men. It is time to ask why this excellent husband and father, this patron of enlightenment, and friend of artists, had such ill-fortune in his kingship.